THE MOUNT STUDY CENTRE

THE MOUNT Training Program for UPSC, TNPSC, TNUSRB, TET, SSC, RRB & BANKING

STUDY CENTRE

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS opare: 13032025
IMPORTANT DAYS

HOLI — March 14

Holi is the Hindu festival colors that celebrates the triumph of good
over evil, good harvest, and fertility.

[t usually falls in the later part of February or March.
It is celebrated across India and in many parts of the world

In some regions, unique traditions like Lathmar Holi in Barsana and
Nandgaon, and Basant Utsav in West Bengal, add to the cultural
richness of the celebration.

Significance

As a festival of unity, Holi breaks social barriers, bringing people
together regardless of caste, creed, or status.
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Cammedl - LLAJE 14

GCammedl ¢16iTLG @b LTINS QUGIENIMIGOTTGD, Q& HD, HEL6L SIMIeImL
LOMID  SGeMIGL  pHweunmlesr  WBgmer  HestemouNedT  QeuHMienis
QameLm(hHMmE).

Qg Qumgleurs LNUFeull 6LevG LMIEF WSS NHUGHUND UHHMDGI.
s QbHWT (P(PaUGID LHMID 2 6086 Lev LGSH&SeMeIDd QamesuimLuGHma

oo NymHHWIRISeeD, 2 6o eLHLOMT Cammed
HMIb CMEG 6URSHSH6L Cumetim H6vTlHGHIEULDTET  LDILIS6NT,
Q&ML ML §SletT HeonFeny Q&P NS &if&EeTment.

WP SFHWGGlaD

@DMIEHOUNET LG en&HUITS, Cammedl &end HmLGameT 2 LGl Frd, @eb
SlL6LG SHGHEVEMGL QUITIHLLEGSHSTLOED LD&HEHENET 626NN ETISHME).

SBI Asmita

The State Bank of India (SBI) has launched ‘SBI Asmita’, a collateral-free
digital SME loan exclusively for women entrepreneurs.

This initiative streamlines access to funding for women-led MSMEs through a
fully digital and hassle-free process.

Additionally, SBI introduced the ‘Nari Shakti’ platinum debit card, designed
specifically for women, featuring benefits across multiple categories.

Highlights
o SBI Asmita — Digital SME Loan for Women Entrepreneurs

« Collateral-free SME loan designed to support women entrepreneurs.

« Uses a robust API ecosystem for digital lending and automated data
verification.

« No physical documentation required — fetches data from GSTIN, bank
statements, and credit information companies (CICs).

« Loan sanction based on firm’s financial needs and business assessment.
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« Special add-on: Top-performing women entrepreneurs from SBI Asmita
borrowers will receive entrepreneurial and management training.

erevlllm  gevbiHT eavCLL UMhé& Ll
Qb Sl

(6terolNgy) Quetar  QAFHTLHL (PMETCAIT(H&HEG LHCWSLLNS LNenewuiuid @eveors
19 QIL L 6D 6T6MV6TIDE) &L 6oTM6nT '6TerVLNY SieVLOFTsneU N (WPSLILIH S S 6Teng).

Ahg (WWMHE QUEITEET HMELEMLOUNGVMETT MSMESEHSSTeS  HFW|HaNSSmeu
SIS0  (LP(LPOLOWITS GBI L 60 WOMID CFTHSTE] @6eLeVTs CIFUIeL(LmM
epeod ABMILLGSSISDS)

Fa(h VNS, 6TerVLNY QUENSELESTS LNTHCUISLONG 6UIGeUMDSSLILILL ‘BT FHEH
Memmligeord QLU smjenl. NWsLIUGSSHWS, Q& U  Lifleyseiled
HETTENLO&HEN6TS S TETII(H 6TETS).

606U 63)6VL_61V

sTeulNy  seroiisT - Quetr QBTN (LPMETCOITHSHSTE 198 L 60 SME &L 60T
Quettr  QFHTLAL(DDITCAITHSGEG P TQUNMES 6l UMSGSLILLL S| LDTEILD
@6beurs SME SL6IT. IGBILL6L SL60T WOMID FHTEMImE &rey FHUTILULSEG
QUAIEUMETT APl &IOMIF &L SeMLoLImLL LWlTURSHISMSI.

2 L6 SelmuhiseT CHameuUTleLsmeL - GSTIN, RIS IMNGMEBEET MHMID &L 65T
556160 HMIQITRIGET (CICs) YAHWUMMNBHE FHrsneaull QUMK
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hmieuesg e He CHemeusen MMILD 6u6TNS LOHLITL 1q657 SigLiLenLuTed &L 6dT
@ULSHEL. HMLIL YL -60T: 6T6rVLNE SHOVLAGT &L 66T 6UTRIGLEUTSH6TNL HMHS
QFWeLHMetT Qsmes QL6 QG (emeGaum) WwmmIh Geomaumsny LUuNH&
QUMM SHET.

Canada’s next Prime Minister

Mark Carney has been appointed as the new leader of Canada’s Liberal Party and
the country’s next Prime Minister to replace Justin Trudeau.

serLmaller G HS LpHLoN

SeorLmeleor  e0lUgeL  SLAUN6T LF HEMHEVEUTHELD,
[HITLLq 60T 3Ih&S Ny&LogT&eyLDd LOMMIT& &Iiy6vfl
Bl SsULL (ReTenTiy

Synchronized Wetland Bird Census 2025 -
Tamilnadu

Several wetland bird species were sighted and recorded during the Synchronised
Wetland Bird Census 2025.

NO 43/538-C, THANTHAI PERIYAR SALAI, RAJAJIPURAM, TIRUVALLUR-602001
PH NO: 9894153106 | 9363670382




The census in Tiruchi district covered 20 wetland sites.

The census aimed at monitoring migratory birds, assess bird habitats in lakes,
ponds and other waterbodies and ensure the effective management and
conservation of wetland birds.

In Pudukottai district, the census was carried out in 25 wetlands, including
Kavinadu tank, Aariyur tank, Annavasal ‘periyakulam’ and Sirungakulam.

The census in Ariyalur district covered 10 wetlands, which included the
Karaivetti bird sanctuary.

In Perambalur district, the exercise covered 20 wetlands.
Q(HRIFMONSHILL L. FFHlev UMemeUS T  &6uur&6l&(hLL
2025 - SLOILPHT(H

o R5MESSULLL FFJHeL LMemeU &issHLUIL 2025 @6t CUTG Lew FFHlev
UMened @eThiGeT SmewibUL (R Uy Q&uiuwiiiuLl L 6.

o HH&FH WLIULLSGSHL 20 &HUY HOMGET SHIGESHELMNL  @L LD
QummeiTeanser. LeDCUWITHS LIMEDEUSHEN6NT SHEUuSHTewNSEHe0, 656, & 6Mhigel
ohoid A

o Bihenevsailed Lmeneusaiest eumpeillmigsemer WHLNHSL WMHMID FFIBHev
LUmeneU&aTleT Liigglemar GLoeLmeuenld WMHMID UTHSTLML 2 mid CFUIgH6D
gp&wenenm ChTéEsLMsES Q&ML g Qhs SHeuusels(HLL.

o Us&ECHTLemL  wWmaul L gHed &brh o, Ly gl SleTearalnsed
QUlWGeTD, HMMISTGD 2 6Telll L 25 FHILL Hevmseriled &eamus6sE LY
BLSHSHLILILL G).

o Sl WIQILLGH6L SHMIGQILIG LMEMEUSGET FF6uommeould 2 L UL 10
gL Hleomseaned SHasHCSELIL HLSSLLLL &)

o QumbUeymy WML GSHL 20 & U HeomseNed @Qnhs LUIHA
CmQsmeTariLL L g.

World's strongest ocean current

The world's strongest ocean current is slowing down due to unchecked melting
of Antarctic ice sheet.
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The Antarctic Circumpolar Current (ACC), which flows across Antarctica from
west to east, plays an important crucial role in regulating the global climate and
ocean circulation.

As aresult of ice melts, vast amounts of freshwater flow into the Southern Ocean,
altering its salinity and density.

These changes affect the movement of ocean currents, including the ACC.

2 &6 eueVleMLOWITET SL6L HGCIMLL LD

o SIGULMJlq.&M LU VD &L (BLILMG 60T 2 (HGEUST6L 2 60H6T 6|6
sL6L HCIMLLLD GODhE UBAME.

o SIEUILMIQST (P (PeUGID CLOHEAOI[BHS HLP&E CHTEHE LMD SIToTL Mg &
amm HCHMLLLD (6].6.8)), 2 evsenmelill &revhlsney LMHMID SL 6L SLPMEEOIL
RPRGUGSHSHIUHD WSS LREG aSHSEEHMDE.

o U6l 2 (K@U eNenerneuns, emeTone bHere) CQHMES QUHRISL 606D
UMb, SISH60T 2 LILSHSH6TenemIILD L THSHemWIU|D MHMISME).

e Ahs WLIMHMRIGET .88 o eaaill L &SLeL BCITLLMISeMN6ET QUISSHEHMS
LTS &&6dTM60T.

Geet Gawai

The recent visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Mauritius brought into light
the enduring cultural ties between India and the island nation.
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https://www.gktoday.in/india-mauritius-relations-key-facts/

The Prime Minister was welcomed with a traditional Bhojpuri performance
known as Geet Gawai.

This event puts stress on the rich heritage that the Indian diaspora has maintained
In Mauritius.

Geet Gawai is not just a performance but a vital expression of identity for many
Mauritians of Indian descent.

Geet Gawali
. Geet Gawali is a traditional Bhojpuri musical ensemble.

« It is performed mainly by women and is integral to various life events,
particularly weddings.

« The performance begins with invocations to deities and involves singing
uplifting songs.

« This tradition has been recognised by UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity since December 2016.

&& 6Ll

Nyswi BCrH&HT Cmquistt FLSSHW QmF auiery LD @bSILIT6)&ELD

QeonImEeESEGL QenLuleomer [lgsHs SHOMEET 2 meysenen Geuel&EssHHMS

Qaren(h eUbHSHS.

&% seuml eaImm&SILEL  urpbufl Curgyfl Qg  HspFa UL 6o

Nysw@E&5E eupGaumL SeM&HSULLL &).

Qumfeduwerdled  @bHw  eubgmeuefuiesry  Gueudl  eu@HD  6UETLDTET

urguflwsams Qns HepFH euedwmiSHSMSI.

&% seuml e Mblgll] WL EWeLL, @hdHw eubgTeuefenwd CsimHe L6

Qmfeduiery WESELESG DL WTer e (PESW Ceuefliium(.

&% seumi &% seumil e UTFLUflW CuTBRUfl Q&s G PGLD.

Q% W&AWLWLTS CuausaTed HsPSHSUILGHDS WOHMID LLCM QITLNEMS

H&Lp6SEh&G, GMILILTS S(HLOIMRIGELHS 62 ([hh &6 6wheHSHTGLD.

Qs HeP&FSH QFHUINMKSEHSGEHTE HMPLLSEPL 60T QST RGHME LLMHMID

STPEFAWLL (B LML eL&emeL LUT(RalmS 2 6TaTlSEHUIg).

Qg urguilub  WQeTavCHTeUTeL g FLDLIT 2016 (PGHEL  LD6DTS G608 S6oT

LeOLILL TS &6LMEFSTY LUTILUFIWILOTS HRIESHSSLILIL (HeTens).

Unified Pension Scheme
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https://www.gktoday.in/indian-art-forms-in-unescos-representative-list-of-the-intangible-cultural-heritage-of-humanity/
https://www.gktoday.in/indian-art-forms-in-unescos-representative-list-of-the-intangible-cultural-heritage-of-humanity/
https://www.gktoday.in/unified-pension-scheme/

e The Government of India is advancing 7,000 crore for
the Unified Pension Scheme (UPS).

e This funding is part of a larger proposal for over 351,000 crore in
additional expenditures.

e The UPS is designed to provide assured retirement payouts for
Central government employees.

e The scheme will commence on April 1, 2025, benefiting around
23 lakh employees.

PBRISMTIHS eUIQLEIIS Sl_L LD

« PORAMMLS @UaLdll SLSHDE wllaev) @S Sifs b 7,000
Camgenil (LP6iTdal_lgGul QULPRIGHME).

o Ahs MEH FaBHeL QFeualeamsaied I 51,000 CoHMGEHEG CLO6L @ GUIFWL
SILL§8l6tn (b LGHWMGSLD.

o WMNeterv  WHHW s  WHITHEEREG 2 MIHwimeT  eplila, Sl
Q&T(RLILIEITE|SHEMET 6ULPMISG 6l UMLDGSLILIL (H6ITerg).

e @hg HLLID UL 1, 2025 SetTM QHTLMIGK, &OMJ 23 6L &LD
26aTLALITSEh &G LileaN&@LD.

Immigration and Foreigners Bill 2025

The Immigration and Foreigners Bill 2025 was introduced in the Lok Sabha
to modernise India’s immigration laws.
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https://www.gktoday.in/unified-pension-scheme/
https://www.gktoday.in/immigration-and-foreigners-bill-2025/
https://www.gktoday.in/immigration-and-foreigners-bill-2025/

The government aims to streamline processes for foreigners entering, residing,
and exiting India.

The Bill seeks to replace outdated legislation and simplify existing laws.

Opposition parties have raised concerns about potential violations of
constitutional rights.

IMMIGRATION AND

FOREIGNERS BILL, 2025

Glgeure] WHMID QeueaflBITL 60 LCFTHT 2025

o @nHwrellsit GLCWmM FLLRGDET HellILGSSUSNSTS Glg.elfey]
LOMHMILD QeueMbITL Lq. 6371 LCETHM 2025 LD&SETEM6UUITIEL
SINUSILGSSLIULL ).

o QeueMpmligerry  @hHWITUSHGET  HiMPeUS,  UALLUF  MHMID
QeueNCumIUEM&HTET  QFWLUPMMEMET  FITEGH6UMS  HTEFMRIGHLD
Chr&sLneEs C&meunl(heerns).

e @Ay WCETHT STeLMEUSIITET FLLMISGMET LTHMED, SHGCLITS]6TerT
FLLMIGsme sTafenlilBdHad WHUGSHMDS.

o Spfllevenolll 2 flemwseT IBMULL &S  6TaIm)  6THTSESHL G
&6UmeL QHHaNG glerTerer.

Seagrass Conservation
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= Current Status: Seagrass covers 0.1% of the ocean floor but supports
marine life, major fisheries, and thrives in tropical and temperate
coastlines.

= Seagrasses in India: India's seagrass meadows span 516.59 sq km,
sequestering 434.9 tonnes of CQO: per sq km annually, with major
concentrations in the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, Andaman & Nicobar,
Lakshadweep, and the Gulf of Kutch.

= Conservation Efforts:
o India's Initiatives

o 2011-2020: 14 acres of seagrass restored in the Gulf of
Mannar & Palk Bay (85-90% success rate).

o Community-led projects using bamboo frames & coconut
ropes for transplantation in Palk Bay.

o Global Efforts:
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/coral-breach-in-gulf-of-mannar#:~:text=It%20is%20an%20inlet%20of,shoals)%2C%20and%20Mannar%20Island.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/recovery-of-coral-reefs-in-great-barrier-reef
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/recovery-of-coral-reefs-in-great-barrier-reef
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o 23.9% of seagrass areas fall under Marine Protected Areas
(MPA). Successful restoration in Virginia, USA (1,700
hectares of Zostera marina).

SLMOL6L LUTHSTUL SOCUTmSHW [Hlemev:

SL6L LD HL 6D HeHSI6L 0.1% K 2 6L SHIIGI|, L6TMEL HL6D 6UTLDHENS,
&AW IBeTeuanGHms  BHHSHEAME WLOHMID  QeuLILIDEBIIL 60  LOMHMILD
OGLOMET HLM&HMISHeiled C&FLNGHH UMTHMDGI.

AnHwimailed sLpUmSeT: QbEHWImallest &L ML LeLGlaueailsen 516.59 &F&If
S8 uglineralled, ei(héG @@ §&I7 HCMBLL (H&E 434.9 L60T CO, &
S6oNenLLILI(H S SHIHETM6IT, LOEIESIMT eUEDETGLIT, Ums eNflGLIT, SbHSLOMET &
M&CHTUMT), WL g5HF6| WLMMID SL&E eusmenGLT Y&weumHmled (PEHHW
QEM6YGET 2 eiTerent.

UTGISTUY (LWOASET: @iHumeallst (eTUpLIHAGET  2011-2020:
LD6OT6OIMI]  UeMmET@GLM WOMID urd eNflGLIOND 14 g&&) &L MHLMES6I
BLOLB&sUULL 6T (85-90% Qeumm) eN&GLD).

UTé  eUemen@GLNM UGSHUNL BLe| G&FUWIW CPRIGE FLL RIS MHMID
Qg 6otenest HUNMIGemeLl LUIETLGRSHEH FUPSTID FTHS HL_L MHIGeT.

2 pusermallll  (PWMHHSHET: 239% &LO UL ULGHST SO

LUTHISTEHSUIUL L LUGHS66r (MPA) SLD 6 (b El6Tmer.

AR ssrans eujgeiumaled QeumHmismeT mIFTenLOLL (GgmeroClL T
Quoflestreedt 1,700 Qam&GL I}

Decline in MPLADS Funds

lYlNG UNUSED *Figuresin Tcrore
Total amount Amount Amount unspent
allocated®  unspent® share (%)
14th Lok Sabha 14,482 %3 0.99
15th Lok Sabha 10,926 319 3.47 N
16th Lok Sabha 4063 1,28 8.7 N
17th Lok Sabha 5,185 g2 16.2«

The latest data by Ministry of Statistics and Programme

Implementation (MoSPI) on the Members of Parliament Local Area
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/marine-protected-areas-2#:~:text=Within%20the%20region%2C%20certain%20activities,MPAs%20are%20multi%2Dpurpose%20areas.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/marine-protected-areas-2#:~:text=Within%20the%20region%2C%20certain%20activities,MPAs%20are%20multi%2Dpurpose%20areas.
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Development Scheme (MPLADS) indicates a decline in the total funds
released by the central government for the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-
2024) compared to the 16th Lok Sabha (2014-2019).

6TLD.L1).6T6V.6].1q.6T6TV Hl& Fifley

BTLTEpeTm 2 mibNeysefest o eieen) CHMGSH CLUT(HS &L LD
(6TD.L7.6T6V.].Ig.6T61V)  GMHS UemaNuilied MM S L SDEOTES
SODEFHSHE6T  (6TLD.19).6T60.6].1q.6T61V)  FLEUSHWI  HJ6UKHET, 16 6uUF)
LD&SEMEMEUL|L 60T (2014-2019) UINROCUTGH 17 QUG LDSSHETENEUSHSG (2019-2024)
LGS 978 QPRSI CQrss HF GommhaHlaamsessd GNE&EHME.
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